
Waterfowl Identification: The Lemaster
Method
Waterfowl identification can be challenging, especially for beginners. But
with the right tools and techniques, it can be a rewarding and enjoyable
experience. One of the most popular and effective waterfowl identification
methods is the Lemaster Method, developed by ornithologist Mark
Lemaster.
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The Lemaster Method is based on the idea that waterfowl can be identified
by their size, shape, color, and behavior. By learning to recognize these key
features, you can start to identify waterfowl with confidence.

Size and Shape

The first step in waterfowl identification is to determine the size and shape
of the bird. Waterfowl come in a variety of sizes, from the tiny Green-
winged Teal to the large Canada Goose. The shape of the bird can also
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help you identify it. For example, ducks have a round body and a short
neck, while geese have a long body and a long neck.

Color

The color of the bird is another important identification feature. Waterfowl
come in a wide range of colors, including brown, gray, black, white, and
green. Some species, such as the Mallard, have distinctive color patterns
that can help you identify them. For example, Mallards have a green head
and a white ring around their neck.

Behavior

The behavior of the bird can also help you identify it. Waterfowl have a
variety of behaviors, including swimming, diving, and flying. The way a bird
behaves can tell you a lot about its species. For example, diving ducks,
such as the Canvasback, are known for their ability to dive deep
underwater to feed.

Putting It All Together

Once you have learned to recognize the key identification features of
waterfowl, you can start to put it all together to identify birds in the field. The
best way to learn is to practice. Spend time observing waterfowl in their
natural habitat and try to identify them using the Lemaster Method. The
more you practice, the better you will become at identifying waterfowl.

Tips for Waterfowl Identification

Here are a few tips for waterfowl identification:



Use a field guide to help you identify waterfowl. A good field guide will
provide you with information on the size, shape, color, and behavior of
different waterfowl species.

Observe waterfowl in their natural habitat. The best way to learn about
waterfowl is to watch them in their natural habitat. This will give you a
chance to see how they behave and interact with each other.

Take your time. Don't try to rush the identification process. Take your
time and observe the bird carefully before making an identification.

Don't be afraid to ask for help. If you're having trouble identifying a
bird, ask for help from a more experienced birdwatcher or ornithologist.

Waterfowl identification can be challenging, but it's made easier with the
Lemaster Method. By learning to recognize the key identification features of
waterfowl, you can start to identify birds with confidence. The more you
practice, the better you will become at identifying waterfowl.
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