
Ultimate Guide to Backcountry Ski and
Snowboard Routes in Washington
Washington state is a backcountry skier's and snowboarder's paradise, with
an abundance of untracked powder and breathtaking scenery. From the
towering peaks of the Cascade Mountains to the rugged slopes of the
Olympic Mountains, there are countless opportunities for adventure in the
backcountry.
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This guide will provide you with all the information you need to plan a
successful backcountry ski or snowboard trip in Washington. We'll cover
everything from choosing the right route to packing the essential gear to
staying safe in avalanche terrain.

Choosing the Right Route
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The first step in planning a backcountry trip is choosing the right route.
There are a few factors to consider when making your decision, including:

Skill level: Choose a route that is appropriate for your skill level. If
you're a beginner, start with easier trails and work your way up to more
challenging descents as you gain experience.

Fitness level: Consider your fitness level when choosing a route.
Some routes require a lot of uphill climbing, while others are more
downhill-oriented.

Snowpack: The snowpack is an important factor to consider when
choosing a route. Make sure the snowpack is stable and not prone to
avalanches.

Weather: The weather can change quickly in the mountains, so it's
important to check the forecast before you head out. Make sure you're
prepared for cold temperatures, wind, and snow.

Once you've considered these factors, you can start researching different
routes. There are a number of resources available online and in
guidebooks. The Washington Trails Association website is a good place to
start your search.

Essential Gear

Once you've chosen a route, it's time to pack your gear. Here is a list of
essential gear for backcountry skiing and snowboarding:

Avalanche beacon: An avalanche beacon is an essential piece of
safety gear for anyone venturing into avalanche terrain. It allows you to
locate buried companions in the event of an avalanche.



Avalanche shovel: An avalanche shovel is used to dig out buried
companions. It's important to choose a shovel that is lightweight and
durable.

Avalanche probe: An avalanche probe is used to locate buried
companions. It's important to choose a probe that is long enough to
reach the bottom of the snowpack.

Backcountry skis or snowboard: Choose skis or a snowboard that is
appropriate for backcountry terrain. Wider skis or a board will provide
more floatation in powder, while narrower skis or a board will be more
maneuverable in tight trees.

Ski boots or snowboard boots: Choose boots that are comfortable
and provide good support. Make sure your boots are properly fitted to
avoid blisters.

Skins: Skins are used to climb uphill on skis. They attach to the
bottom of your skis and provide traction.

Poles: Poles are used to help you balance and climb uphill. Choose
poles that are the right length for your height.

Helmet: A helmet is essential for protecting your head in the event of a
fall. Choose a helmet that fits properly and is DOT-approved.

Goggles: Goggles are essential for protecting your eyes from the sun
and wind. Choose goggles that fit well and provide good visibility.

Clothing: Dress in layers so that you can adjust your clothing to the
changing conditions. Make sure your clothing is breathable and wicks
moisture away from your body.



Food and water: Bring plenty of food and water to stay hydrated and
energized throughout your trip.

First-aid kit: Bring a first-aid kit in case of any injuries.

Map and compass: A map and compass are essential for navigation
in the backcountry. Make sure you know how to use them before you
head out.

Safety Tips

Backcountry skiing and snowboarding can be a great way to enjoy the
outdoors and get some exercise, but it's important to be aware of the risks
involved. Here are some safety tips to keep in mind:

Never go alone: Always ski or snowboard with a partner. This way, if
one of you gets injured, the other can get help.

Get avalanche training: Take an avalanche training course to learn
how to recognize avalanche terrain and how to avoid avalanches.

Check the avalanche forecast: Before you head out, check the
avalanche forecast for the area you'll be skiing or snowboarding in.

Carry an avalanche beacon, shovel, and probe: These are essential
safety gear for anyone venturing into avalanche terrain.

Be aware of the weather: The weather can change quickly in the
mountains, so it's important to be prepared for cold temperatures,
wind, and snow.

Let someone know where you're going: Before you head out, let
someone know where you're going and when you expect to be back.



Best Backcountry Ski and Snowboard Routes in Washington

Now that you know the basics of backcountry skiing and snowboarding, it's
time to start planning your trip. Here are some of the best backcountry ski
and snowboard routes in Washington:

Cascade Mountains

Mount Baker: Mount Baker is a popular destination for backcountry
skiers and snowboarders. There are a number of different routes to
choose from, ranging from beginner-friendly trails to challenging
descents.

Mount Shuksan: Mount Shuksan is another popular destination for
backcountry skiers and snowboarders. The mountain offers a variety of
terrain, from gentle slopes to steep couloirs.

Mount Rainier: Mount Rainier is the highest mountain in Washington
and offers some of the most challenging backcountry skiing and
snowboarding in the state. The mountain is home to a number of
glaciers and steep couloirs.

Olympic Mountains

Hurricane Ridge: Hurricane Ridge is a popular destination for
backcountry skiers and snowboarders. The ridge offers a variety of
terrain, from beginner-friendly trails to challenging descents.

Mount Olympus: Mount Olympus is the highest mountain in the
Olympic Mountains and offers some of the most challenging
backcountry skiing and snowboarding in the state. The mountain is
home to a number of glaciers and steep couloirs.



Mount Ellinor: Mount Ellinor is a popular destination for backcountry
skiers and snowboarders. The mountain offers a variety of terrain, from
beginner-friendly trails to challenging descents.

Washington state is a great place to go backcountry skiing and
snowboarding. There are a number of different routes to choose from,
ranging from beginner-friendly trails to challenging descents. By following
the safety tips in this guide, you can help ensure a safe and enjoyable
backcountry experience.
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