The Production of Desirable Subjects in
Muslim South Asia: Islamic Humanities and
the Formation of Good Muslims

In contemporary Muslim South Asia, the question of how to produce
"desirable" subjects has been a central concern of both state and non-state
actors. This concern has been particularly pronounced in the wake of the
9/11 attacks and the subsequent "war on terror," which has led to increased
scrutiny of Muslim communities around the world. In response to this
scrutiny, many Muslim leaders and intellectuals have sought to define what
it means to be a "good" Muslim and to promote ways of teaching and
learning that will produce such subjects.

One of the most important sites for the production of desirable subjects in
Muslim South Asia is the Islamic humanities. These disciplines, which
include Islamic studies, Arabic, and Persian literature, have long been seen
as essential for the formation of good Muslims. In recent years, however,
there has been a growing debate about the role of the Islamic humanities in
this process. Some scholars have argued that these disciplines have
become too focused on traditional texts and practices and have failed to
keep pace with the changing needs of Muslim communities. Others have
argued that the Islamic humanities are more important than ever in a world
where Muslims are increasingly facing challenges to their faith.
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The debate about the role of the Islamic humanities in the production of
desirable subjects is a complex one, with no easy answers. However, it is a
debate that is of vital importance to the future of Muslim communities in
South Asia. In this article, | will explore the different perspectives on this
debate and offer some suggestions for how the Islamic humanities can be
used to produce desirable subjects in the 21st century.

The Traditional Islamic Humanities

The traditional Islamic humanities are rooted in the Qur'an and the Sunnah,
the two primary sources of Islamic law and theology. These disciplines
have been taught in Islamic schools and universities for centuries, and they
have played a central role in the formation of Muslim identity.

The traditional Islamic humanities typically focus on the study of Arabic
grammar, Islamic history, Islamic law, and Islamic theology. These
disciplines provide students with a deep understanding of the Islamic faith
and its history. They also help students to develop critical thinking skills and
a strong sense of morality.
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In recent years, however, there has been a growing debate about the
relevance of the traditional Islamic humanities in the 21st century. Some
scholars have argued that these disciplines have become too focused on
traditional texts and practices and have failed to keep pace with the
changing needs of Muslim communities. They argue that the traditional
Islamic humanities do not adequately address the challenges that Muslims
face in the modern world, such as globalization, secularism, and religious
pluralism.

The New Islamic Humanities

In response to the criticisms of the traditional Islamic humanities, a number
of scholars have called for a "new" Islamic humanities. This new approach
to the Islamic humanities would be more focused on contemporary issues
and would draw on a wider range of sources, including social sciences,
humanities, and natural sciences.

Proponents of the new Islamic humanities argue that this approach would
be more relevant to the needs of Muslim communities in the 21st century.
They argue that the new Islamic humanities would help Muslims to
understand the challenges that they face and to develop strategies for
addressing these challenges.

The debate about the future of the Islamic humanities is a complex one,
with no easy answers. However, it is a debate that is of vital importance to
the future of Muslim communities in South Asia. The Islamic humanities
have long played a central role in the formation of Muslim identity, and they
will continue to play an important role in the future. However, it is important
to ensure that the Islamic humanities are relevant to the needs of Muslim
communities in the 21st century. The new Islamic humanities offer one



possible way forward, but it is ultimately up to Muslim scholars and
educators to decide how the Islamic humanities will evolve in the future.

The Production of Desirable Subjects

The production of desirable subjects is a complex process that involves a
variety of factors, including education, socialization, and media. In Muslim
South Asia, the Islamic humanities play a significant role in the production
of desirable subjects. These disciplines provide students with a deep
understanding of the Islamic faith and its history. They also help students to
develop critical thinking skills and a strong sense of morality.

However, the Islamic humanities are not the only factor that contributes to
the production of desirable subjects. Socialization and media also play
important roles. Socialization is the process by which individuals learn the
values and norms of their society. Media is a powerful tool that can be used
to shape public opinion and to promote certain values and behaviors.

In Muslim South Asia, the media has often been used to promote negative
stereotypes of Muslims. These stereotypes have contributed to the
production of undesirable subjects, who are often seen as violent,
intolerant, and backward.

In order to produce desirable subjects, it is important to counter these
negative stereotypes. The Islamic humanities can play a role in this
process by providing students with a more accurate understanding of
Islam. Media can also be used to promote positive images of Muslims and
to challenge negative stereotypes.



The production of desirable subjects is a long-term process, but it is one
that is essential for the future of Muslim communities in South Asia. By
working together, educators, parents, and media professionals can create a
more positive environment for the production of desirable subjects.

The production of desirable subjects is a complex issue that has been the
subject of much debate in Muslim South Asia. The Islamic humanities have
long played a central role in this process, but there is a growing debate
about their relevance in the 21st century. Some scholars have called for a
"new" Islamic humanities that would be more focused on contemporary
issues and would draw on a wider range of sources.

The debate about the future of the Islamic humanities is a complex one,
with no easy answers. However, it is a debate that is of vital importance to
the future of Muslim communities in South Asia. The Islamic humanities
have long played a central role in the formation of Muslim identity, and they
will continue to play an important role in the future. However, it is important
to ensure that the Islamic humanities are relevant to the needs of Muslim
communities in the 21st century. The new Islamic humanities offer one
possible way forward, but it is ultimately up to Muslim scholars and
educators to decide how the Islamic humanities will evolve in the future.
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