
Steps to Ace the AP Human Geography 2024
Exam
The Advanced Placement (AP) Human Geography exam, administered by
the College Board, is designed to assess students' understanding of the
core concepts and methodologies of human geography. This
comprehensive exam covers a wide range of topics related to the human
and physical aspects of our planet, including population, culture, land use,
and environmental issues.
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Exam Structure

The AP Human Geography exam consists of two sections:

1. Section 1: Multiple Choice (60 minutes, 75 questions)

2. Section 2: Free Response (75 minutes, 3 questions)

Section 1: Multiple Choice
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* Comprises 60% of the exam score * 75 multiple-choice questions *
Covers all units of the content outline * Timed (60 minutes)

Section 2: Free Response

* Comprises 40% of the exam score * 3 free-response questions * Includes:

One document-based question (DBQ)

One short answer question

One long essay question

* Graded on content, evidence, reasoning, and writing skills * Timed (75
minutes)

Content Outline

The AP Human Geography exam is based on the following seven units:

Unit 1: to Human Geography * Nature of geography * Spatial perspective
* Human-environment interaction

Unit 2: Population * Distribution, density, and growth * Demographic
patterns * Migration and urbanization

Unit 3: Culture * Definition and characteristics * Cultural diffusion and
change * Ethnicity and race

Unit 4: Political Geography * Boundaries and territoriality * Governments
and political systems * Globalization and geopolitics



Unit 5: Agriculture and Rural Land Use * Agricultural systems * Food
security * Rural land use and management

Unit 6: Industrialization and Economic Development * Economic
systems * Development theories and models * Globalization of industry

Unit 7: Cities and Urban Land Use * Urbanization trends * Urban
structure and functions * Urban planning and challenges

Study Tips

* Start early: Begin studying several months before the exam to give
yourself ample time to cover all the material. * Understand the content
outline: Familiarize yourself with the specific topics covered on the exam. *
Use a variety of resources: Utilize textbooks, online resources, and
practice exams to supplement your classroom notes. * Practice regularly:
Engage in regular practice of multiple-choice questions and free-response
simulations. * Analyze your practice results: Identify your strengths and
weaknesses and focus on improving in areas that need attention. * Join a
study group: Collaborate with classmates to discuss concepts, share
study materials, and quiz one another. * Seek extra help: Don't hesitate to
ask your teacher or a tutor for assistance with challenging topics. * Stay
organized: Keep your study materials organized and create a study
schedule to avoid feeling overwhelmed. * Stay motivated: Remember your
goals and focus on the long-term benefits of passing the exam.

Review Materials

Textbooks: * Human Geography: People, Place, and Culture by Paul L.
Knox, Sallie A. Marston, and Thomas F. Bunnell * Human Geography by
Robert A. Denham and Paul Depalma



Online Resources: * College Board AP Human Geography website:
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography * Khan
Academy Human Geography:
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-human-geography * Crash
Course Geography: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=DBlu_fC7u0Y&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtN04vZgesG7J9L8a3n-92-d&index=1

Practice Exams: * College Board AP Human Geography Practice Exam 1:
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-
geography/exam/practice-exams * College Board AP Human Geography
Practice Exam 2: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-
geography/exam/practice-exams * ExamSolutions AP Human Geography
Practice Tests: https://www.examsolutions.com/subjects/ap-human-
geography

The AP Human Geography exam is a challenging but rewarding
assessment that can provide students with a solid foundation in the field of
human geography. By following the steps outlined in this article, including
understanding the exam structure, content outline, and study tips, students
can increase their chances of success in this rigorous exam. Additionally,
utilizing the recommended review materials can further enhance their
preparation and confidence on exam day.
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