
Skills for Ski Touring and Ski Mountaineering:
Mountaineers Outdoor Expert Series
Ski touring and ski mountaineering are fantastic ways to enjoy winter and
explore the mountains. However, they require specific skills and knowledge
to do safely and effectively. This article will provide you with a
comprehensive overview of the skills you need to develop for ski touring
and ski mountaineering.
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Ski Touring Skills

Ski touring involves using skis to travel uphill and downhill in a backcountry
environment. It is a great way to access remote areas and enjoy the
solitude of the mountains. To ski tour safely and effectively, you will need to
master the following skills:
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Uphill travel techniques: This includes the ability to kick-step,
herringbone, and use skins to climb uphill efficiently.

Downhill skiing techniques: This includes the ability to ski in a
variety of snow conditions, including powder, crud, and ice.

Backcountry navigation skills: This includes the ability to read a
map and compass, and use a GPS device.

Avalanche safety skills: This includes the ability to recognize
avalanche terrain, evaluate snowpack stability, and perform a
companion rescue.

First aid skills: This includes the ability to treat common injuries that
may occur in the backcountry.

Ski Mountaineering Skills

Ski mountaineering is a more advanced form of ski touring that involves
climbing and skiing on steep and technical terrain. It requires a higher level
of skill and fitness than ski touring. To ski mountaineer safely and
effectively, you will need to master the following skills in addition to the
skills required for ski touring:

Ice climbing skills: This includes the ability to use an ice axe and
crampons to climb on snow and ice.

Glacier travel skills: This includes the ability to travel safely on
glaciers, including crossing crevasses.

Rope management skills: This includes the ability to use ropes for
protection on steep slopes and when crossing crevasses.



High-altitude skills: This includes the ability to manage the effects of
altitude, such as altitude sickness and hypothermia.

How to Develop Your Ski Touring and Ski Mountaineering Skills

The best way to develop your ski touring and ski mountaineering skills is to
practice in a variety of terrain and conditions. You can also take courses
from qualified instructors to learn the proper techniques and safety
protocols. Here are some tips for developing your skills:

Start out in easy terrain and gradually work your way up to more
challenging terrain as you gain experience.

Practice your uphill and downhill skiing techniques in a variety of
snow conditions.

Learn how to read a map and compass, and use a GPS device.

Take an avalanche safety course and learn how to recognize
avalanche terrain and evaluate snowpack stability.

Take a first aid course and learn how to treat common injuries
that may occur in the backcountry.

Consider hiring a qualified guide to teach you the basics of ski
touring or ski mountaineering.

Ski touring and ski mountaineering are rewarding activities that can provide
you with a lifetime of enjoyment. However, it is important to develop the
necessary skills and knowledge to do them safely and effectively. By
following the tips in this article, you can develop the skills you need to enjoy
the mountains in winter.



About the Author

The Mountaineers Outdoor Expert Series is a collection of books written by
leading experts in the field of outdoor recreation. These books are
designed to provide readers with the skills and knowledge they need to
safely and effectively enjoy the outdoors. The authors of the Mountaineers
Outdoor Expert Series are all experienced outdoor educators who have a
passion for sharing their knowledge with others.
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