My GPS Won't Work: A Quick Guide to
Reading Maps for Social Studies Grade
Children

Maps are an essential tool for understanding the world around us. They
help us to visualize the layout of cities and countries, to track our travels,
and to learn about the physical and cultural features of our planet. For
Social Studies grade children, maps are a valuable resource for learning
about history, geography, and current events.
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However, reading maps can be a challenge for children, especially if they
are not familiar with the basic symbols and conventions. This guide will
provide a quick overview of the basics of map reading, including
understanding map symbols, scales, and coordinates. It will also include
tips for using maps to answer questions and solve problems.

Map Symbols
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The first step to reading a map is to understand the symbols that are used
to represent different features. These symbols can vary from map to map,
but there are some common symbols that are used on most maps.

= Roads: Roads are typically represented by lines on a map. The
thickness of the line indicates the importance of the road. Major
highways are usually represented by thick lines, while minor roads are
represented by thin lines.

= Bodies of water: Bodies of water are typically represented by blue
areas on a map. The size and shape of the blue area indicates the size
and shape of the body of water. Lakes, rivers, and oceans are all
represented by different types of blue areas.

= Mountains: Mountains are typically represented by brown or green
triangles on a map. The size and shape of the triangle indicates the
size and shape of the mountain.

= Cities: Cities are typically represented by circles or dots on a map.
The size of the circle or dot indicates the size of the city. Major cities
are usually represented by large circles or dots, while small towns are
represented by small circles or dots.

Map Scales

Another important aspect of map reading is understanding map scales. A
map scale tells you the relationship between the distance on the map and
the distance on the ground. For example, a map scale of 1:24,000 means
that 1 inch on the map represents 24,000 inches on the ground.

Map scales can be expressed in a variety of ways, including:



= Fractional scale: This is the most common type of map scale. It is
expressed as a fraction, such as 1:24,000.

= Verbal scale: This type of map scale is expressed in words, such as
"1 inch equals 1 mile".

= Graphic scale: This type of map scale is expressed as a line with
hash marks. The length of the line represents the distance on the
ground, and the hash marks indicate the distance on the map.

It is important to understand the map scale before using it to measure
distances. For example, if you are using a map with a scale of 1:24,000,
then you know that 1 inch on the map represents 24,000 inches on the
ground. This means that if you measure a distance of 2 inches on the map,
then the actual distance on the ground is 48,000 inches.

Map Coordinates

Map coordinates are used to identify specific locations on a map.
Coordinates are typically expressed as a pair of numbers, such as
(40.7831, -73.9712). The first number is the latitude, and the second
number is the longitude.

Latitude is the distance north or south of the equator. The equator is a line
that runs around the middle of the earth. Latitude is measured in degrees,
minutes, and seconds. The North Pole is located at 90 degrees north
latitude, and the South Pole is located at 90 degrees south latitude.

Longitude is the distance east or west of the prime meridian. The prime
meridian is a line that runs through Greenwich, England. Longitude is
measured in degrees, minutes, and seconds. The western hemisphere is



located between 0 degrees longitude and 180 degrees west longitude. The
eastern hemisphere is located between 0 degrees longitude and 180
degrees east longitude.

Map coordinates can be used to find the location of a specific place on a
map. For example, the coordinates (40.7831, -73.9712) identify the location
of the Empire State Building in New York City.

Using Maps to Answer Questions and Solve Problems

Maps can be used to answer a variety of questions and solve a variety of
problems. For example, maps can be used to:

Find the distance between two places

|dentify the location of a specific place

Plan a trip

Solve a problem, such as finding the best route to take to get to a
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