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Gillian Price's adaptation of William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's
Dream is a tour de force of feminist theater that boldly reimagines the play
through a contemporary lens. Price's adaptation empowers female
characters, challenges traditional gender roles, and offers a fresh
perspective on love, relationships, and the pursuit of happiness.

Empowering Female Characters

One of the most striking aspects of Price's adaptation is her empowerment
of female characters. In Shakespeare's original play, women are often
depicted as passive and subservient to men. However, in Price's version,
women take center stage and are given agency and autonomy over their
own lives.
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Hermia, for example, is transformed from a timid and obedient daughter
into a strong-willed and independent woman. She refuses to marry
Demetrius, the man chosen for her by her father, and instead chooses to
elope with her true love, Lysander. Her decision to defy social convention
and follow her heart is a powerful statement of female agency.

Helena, another female character who often plays a secondary role in
Shakespeare's play, is given a more prominent role in Price's adaptation.
She is portrayed as a complex and intelligent woman who is not afraid to
speak her mind. Her unrequited love for Demetrius is a source of pain for
her, but she refuses to let it define her. Instead, she finds strength and
resilience within herself.

Challenging Traditional Gender Roles

Price's adaptation also challenges traditional gender roles. In
Shakespeare's play, men are typically portrayed as dominant and assertive,
while women are often seen as passive and submissive. However, in
Price's version, the gender roles are reversed. Women are given the
opportunity to express their desires and ambitions, while men are forced to
confront their own prejudices and insecurities.

One of the most striking examples of this role reversal is the character of
Oberon, the King of the Fairies. In Shakespeare's play, Oberon is a
powerful and manipulative figure who uses his magic to control the actions
of others. However, in Price's adaptation, Oberon is a more sympathetic
and vulnerable character who is struggling to come to terms with his own
insecurities.



Through Oberon's character, Price explores the damaging effects of
traditional gender roles on men. Oberon is unable to express his true
feelings because he is afraid of being seen as weak or unmanly. This fear
leads him to make rash and impulsive decisions, which ultimately hurt
those he loves.

A Fresh Perspective on Love and Relationships

Price's adaptation also offers a fresh perspective on love and relationships.
In Shakespeare's play, love is often portrayed as a power struggle between
men and women. However, in Price's version, love is seen as a more
complex and nuanced emotion that can exist between people of all
genders.

The relationship between Hermia and Lysander is a particularly powerful
example of this. In Shakespeare's play, Hermia and Lysander are portrayed
as the ideal romantic couple. However, in Price's adaptation, their
relationship is more complex and realistic. They love each other deeply, but
they also have their disagreements and challenges.

Price's portrayal of their relationship shows that love is not always easy, but
it is worth fighting for. It also shows that love can exist between people who
are different from each other and who do not conform to traditional gender
roles.

Gillian Price's adaptation of A Midsummer Night's Dream is a
groundbreaking and thought-provoking interpretation of one of
Shakespeare's most beloved comedies. Through her innovative approach,
Price empowers female characters, challenges traditional gender roles, and



offers a fresh perspective on love, relationships, and the pursuit of
happiness.

Price's adaptation is a must-see for anyone who loves Shakespeare,
theater, or feminist literature. It is a powerful and timely reminder that
women's voices and experiences matter and that love can conquer all.
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